
 

THE MESSENGER 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.   John 3:16 
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Faith’s Mission is to reach people, young and old, who need Christ  
in their lives, and to help them know, love and serve Christ. 

 
 

Greetings to all the servants at Faith 

Lutheran Church! 
 

In the name of the risen and living God, 

Jesus Christ, to those who are called to be 
saints of Faith Lutheran Church and who 

call on the name of our Lord: Grace and 
peace to you. 

 

And you thought the holidays were over! 
Technically not until January 6, when 

Christians all over the world celebrate 
Epiphany. In some places, the day is known as “Three Kings Day” after the wise 

men, or Magi, who, the Bible says, brought the infant Jesus gifts and proclaimed 

him the Son of God. 
 

Maybe you’ve heard of “The Twelve Days of Christmas?” Besides being a catchy 
little tune, the title refers to the period between Christmas Day, when we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus, to Epiphany. There we mark his manifestation or 
appearance. Epiphany comes from a Greek word and refers to the manifestation 

(made visible) of the divine nature of Jesus. 

 
Do you remember the story in Matthew that tells of some kings who followed a 

star in the East to find a baby in the manger? They brought him gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. The Bible says nothing about the number of kings, their 

robes, or crowns worn in every Christmas pageant, nor does it say they rode on 

camels or how they learned the star would lead them to a baby in Bethlehem. 
People have just filled in all those blanks since Epiphany became a church feast 

in the second century, making it one of the oldest of Christian celebrations. 
 

Usually the Sunday closest to January 6 opens the church’s “season of 
Epiphany,” a time when sermons and Bible readings focus on the miracles of 
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Jesus. The season ends on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday (this year on 

February 22), which is the start of the Lenten season. 
 

Thanks again Faith Lutheran Church, for all that you do. 
 

God’s peace and blessings + to each and every one of you today, tomorrow, and 

forever. 
 

In Christ alone, your brother, 
 

Interim Pastor Scott Block 
 
P.S.: Read your Bible. Hear God’s voice. Receive faith. 
 

*********************************************** 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

Men of all ages are invited to church for 
breakfast on Saturday, February 4th from 

8:30-9:30 AM. Invite your friends and 

neighbors! Sign up on the information table 
in the narthex. 

*********************************************** 
 

HANDBELL CONCERT AT FAITH 
 

The wRight Ringers Community Handbell Ensemble, co-directed by Jill Starr & 

Sherilyn Burgdorf will present a concert on Sunday, February 26 at 3:00 PM here 
at church. The concert will include favorites such as You Raise Me Up, Hallelujah, 

and Children, Go Where I Send Thee, as well as familiar tunes of Skaters Waltz, 
Happy Trails and original 

handbell pieces. The 
wRight Ringers will also 

be joined by various 

instrumentalists and 
vocal soloist Jason 

Chalupnik. A freewill 
offering will be taken. 

Proceeds go towards 

the new flooring 
fund. The concert is 

open to the public. 

https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1677431187315


SEASON OF LENT 
 
Soup suppers are back! In the narthex you will find a sign-up sheet for 

volunteers, soups and other foods needed to make these meals like we haven’t 
seen in some time. Welcome back to soup suppers!  
 

Come and enjoy a cup of delicious hot soup with your Faith family starting Ash 

Wednesday, February 22nd at 6 PM. Invite a friend or two to soup suppers!  
 

Pastor Scott has some good sermons lined up for the Lenten services at 7 PM 
after we dine. Let’s eat together and then fill our souls with God’s teachings. 

Come one, come all! 
  

*********************************************** 
 

THANK YOU~ to all who contributed to 
Faith’s “Reverse Advent Calendar” food 

collection. We gathered just under 500 pounds 
of food. We divided the items between the 

Monticello and Clearwater food shelves. This 
will help many people in our community. 

Thanks again! 
 

*********************************************** 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY GROUP 
 
The Good Samaritan Ministry Group met on January 12 for the annual meeting. 

Present were eight of our volunteers and four guests.  
 

We are down two volunteers from last year. A huge thank you to Karen Mason 
and Laurie Steffens for your devotion to providing meals to those in need. We 

miss you!  
 

We have an addition to our group and are blessed to welcome Pat Block! Our 

2023 team consists of nine volunteers, making up six teams. We welcome more 
volunteers.  
 

The Good Samaritan Ministry Group started about January 2018 by Lorraine 

Newkirk, who passed away in December. Lorraine is sorely missed. Lorraine 
noticed there was a need to reach out to church members who are experiencing 

particular hardship in their lives. These hardships include recovery from a difficult 
illness, hospitalization, grief from a death in the family, such as a husband, wife, 

child, or parent. It is a onetime simple meal to alleviate the stress of preparing a 

meal. It is not a service to provide long-term care. 
 

There were 18 meals provided to households in 2022. Thank you to all our 
volunteers! For information, contact Lana Gilberts at 612-801-1233. 

https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1674664352356
https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1673543359784
https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1514826559787


ANNUAL REPORT FOR CONGREGATIONS – AUGUSTANA DISTRICT 
Prepared by Pastor Randy Freund, AD Service Coordinator 

       

The role of LCMC Districts and Fellowships within LCMC is significantly changing 
as a function of “LCMC 3.0.”  As an association, LCMC is taking specific and 

intentional steps to address growth within LCMC, while maintaining our 

congregationally focused DNA.  “LCMC 3.0” is the general way in which we refer 
to these changes.  For the purposes of this Annual Report, it seemed best to 

address these changes as it pertains to the Augustana District using the 
categories of our motto, “Theology. Church. Mission.” 

 
THEOLOGY: In order to be clear about LCMC’s theological commitments and 

distinctives, a number of initiatives are taking place under the direction of Pastor 

Julie Smith, LCMC Coordinator for Districts and Fellowships.  Because Augustana 
has a long-standing commitment to the role theology has in forming and shaping 

our district, the Augustana District has the opportunity to offer itself to this new 
emphasis in “LCMC 3.0.” We do this as we continue to focus on how theology 

shapes our district.  An active and talented Board of Theology and Ministry 

guides us in this area. 
 

CHURCH: In general, the “Church” part of our motto has to do with support to 
congregations.  This support is carried out primarily by staff, as well of the Board 

of Christian Education and Board of Congregational Services.  The call process, 
conflict resolution, assimilation into LCMC and AD from new congregations, are 

primary ways in which this is played out.  Under “LCMC 3.0,” church plants are 

now carried out by districts, fellowships and congregations (and not coordinated 
by a LCMC staff position).  To date, Augustana has been involved four church 

plants or “re-starts.”  They are, The Table Ministry (Sioux Falls, SD), Faith 
Community Lutheran Church (Slayton, MN), Tahoma Lutheran (a house church in 

Maple Valley, WA), Living Word International Christian Fellowship (a mission 

restart in St. Paul, MN).  We are anticipating first international church plant in 
Mazatlan, Mexico.   
 
MISSION: Global Mission has always been a hallmark of the Augustana District.  

Under the guidance of the Board for World Mission, 40% of all proceeds to 

support this “Great Commission” work in places outside the US.  The challenges 
and opportunities here will only increase.  As LCMC congregations seek to have 

closer ties with vibrant missions around the world, global mission partners 
continue to reach out to AD, seeking closer ties with our district. 
 
As you can sense, it is an exciting and significant time to be a part of the 

Augustana District! THANK YOU to the many congregations and individuals who 

make this possible through your prayers, support and financial contributions! 
 

 
 

 



 

LUTHERAN TIDBITS 
 

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT: “You are not to steal.” 

 
God wants our temporal property protected and God has commanded us all not 

to rob or pilfer our neighbor’s possessions. For to steal is nothing else than to 

acquire someone else’s property by unjust means. Stealing is a widespread, 
common vice, but people pay so little attention to it that the matter is entirely 

out of hand. Stealing is not just robbing your neighbor’s pocketbook, but also 
taking advantage of someone in the market, in all stores, butcher shops, wine 

and beer cellars, workshops, and in short, wherever business is transacted and 

money is exchanged for goods or services. (Adapted from Luther’s Large 
Catechism) 

 
 

*********************************************** 

 
LUTHERAN PRAYERS YOU CAN USE AT HOME 

 
MORNING: 
O Father, the day has dawned and everywhere people are lifting up holy hands 

to you for strength for the day. Let my prayer be acceptable to you for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, my Savior, through whom my peace has been made with you. 

Let only my prayer but also my whole life, my every act, thought, and word, be a 

sacrifice to you today, unblemished and worthy, through the power of your 
Spirit. Let your Word fill me with the assurance of the forgiveness of my sin and 

let your Spirit give me courage and strength. Hold me in faith and keep me yours 
for the sake of your Son, my Redeemer. Amen. 

 

EVENING: 
O Lord, you have purchased me with your blood so I may have eternal life. Again 

I have been given the day. Where I have faltered on the road or grown weary, O 
Lord, forgive me for the sake of your compassion. Give me rest from the rigors of 

my toil this day. Renew me from the weariness of my sin. Let me become more 
joyful and more complete in you. Make me ever mindful that my whole life is 

hidden in you. I trust in you and you will never forsake me. Amen. 

 
*********************************************** 

 
 
 



CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
January 16, 2023 

 

Faith Lutheran Church council meeting was called to order by President Kim 
Garberich at 7 PM. Present: Pastor Scott, Kim Garberich, Mark Gilberts, Gloria 

Colbenson, Pat Zierden, Kerry Johnson Absent: Steve Lichtenberg 

 
Pastor Scott opened with prayer. 

 
PASTOR’S CALL: 

 Call committee previously met with the council for a call of a half-time 

pastor candidate.  
 Council discussed a salary/contract.  

 Jana will send out a notice to the congregation that a meeting will be 

held after the church service February 5 to vote on the pastoral call. If 

the vote passes, an installation date will be set. 

 
PASTOR’S REPORT 

 Officiated over the funeral of Don Anderson. 

 Decorating committee is making progress with decorating ideas and 

looking for new items. 
 Rightnow Media has been canceled. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 No report in hand, Pat will email the report to council members. 

 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS REPORT 

 Kerry shared he’s going to call our pest control agent to help control 

mice coming in the church at the old end of the building. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 Gloria shared the nominating committee list of names for the annual 

meeting. The ballot is full this year. Thank you committee members for a 

job well done! 

 Discussed the annual meeting agenda. 

 Reviewed and approved the 2023 proposed budget. 

 Church audit is complete. 

 Discussed our $1,135 increase insurance costs for 2023 from our 

insurance company. Price comparison is considered, but there’s only a 
few companies offering church insurance due to so many entities 

needing coverage by the church. 
 wRight Bell Ringers concert is Sunday, February 26 at 3 PM. Open to the 

public. Free will offering with proceeds going to the new flooring fund. 

 Reminder Lake Maria State Park Candlelight Hike event will be using our 

parking lot for a shuttle service Saturday, Feburary 4. 

 
 

https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1675614889702
https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1677429289693
https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1674923689722


NEW BUSINESS 

 Lana Gilberts and Diane Dilley volunteered to lead the Lenten soup 

suppers. Watch for sign-up sheets for food and volunteering. 
  Gloria volunteered to do a Seder Supper on Maundy Thursday. 

 

Kerry made a motion to adjourn at 8:33 PM. Mark second. Motion carried. The 
meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gloria Colbenson, Secretary 

 
*********************************************** 
 

 
 

      

   7- Linda Bregenzer 
8- Chuck Bray 

11- Henry Hanson 
13- Cindy Kissinger 

16- Barb Hasbrouck 

23- Devin Langanki 
23- Larry Witschen 

25- Shane Hanson 
26- Rose Bublitz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God bless you 
on your special 

day! 
 

If you see a mistake or an 

omission, please contact the 
secretary so she can update 

 the records:  
763.878.2092 or 

faithlutheran@tds.net.  

 
Thanks! 

https://mail2.tds.net/modern/calendar/day/1674750889723
mailto:faithlutheran@tds.net


 


