
 

THE MESSENGER 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life.   John 3:16 
 

 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH              October 2021 
 

Faith’s Mission is to reach people, young and old, who need Christ  
in their lives, and to help them know, love and serve Christ. 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Faith Lutheran 

Church, 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

As I write this, I am sitting by an open 

window, and enjoying a clear and crisp 48° 

morning.  Fall is definitely here! 
 

Here at Faith, that means we’ve kicked off a 
variety of activities for families at every stage 

of life.  Family Faith Builders Sunday School 
got off to a great start on September 19th.  In the months ahead, keep your eyes 

open—right after Sunday service, young families will be on the move throughout 

the building.  We’ll be learning more about Sunday worship, exploring the life of 
our congregation, and building relationships with the members of Faith.  

Midweek worship has also begun.  We’re gathering in the chapel from 6:30 to 7 
PM every Wednesday, and every member, friend, and guest of Faith is invited to 

attend.  Take a break during the middle of the week—a break to hear God’s 

Word, a break to pray, a break to recharge, a break to be still and know that 
God is God.  Youth group and confirmation are also up and running.  We are 

encouraging the next generation to know, love, and follow Jesus Christ.  And of 
course, Sunday worship, Sunday-morning Bible study, and Thursday-morning 

women’s Bible study are all ongoing.   
 

As you can see, there’s a lot going on here at Faith.  You are invited to join in!  

I’ll see you here at church! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Nichol 

 

 
 

from the Pastor’s desk 



AUTUMN 
 

Autumn is a bittersweet time of year, a time when we feel acutely the 

passage of time.   
 

As summer flies away, children return to school, another year older. 
 

As summer flies away, college students leave home, embarking upon 

adventures as yet unknown. 
 

As summer flies away, we look forward to the Thanksgiving harvest, 

yet we also prepare for the winds of winter. 
 

As summer flies away, there is excitement in the air, but also a sense of 

loss, a sense that 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away;  
We fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day. 

 

This is indeed true.  On this swiftly-turning planet God has given us, our days 

are, indeed, few and precious.  Time does, indeed, bear us all away.  And when 

this life is over, we do, indeed, enter the wintry sleep of death. 
 

But even though we must endure the icy grip of the grave, spring will come for 
us again.  When the last day comes, Jesus will return to this earth.  Jesus will 

wake us from the sleep of death.  He will raise us from the dead.  And Jesus will 
lead us by the hand into the eternal springtime of heaven—a springtime which 

will never again fade to autumn. 
 

“As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the 
field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it 
no more.  But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s 
children.”  (Psalm 103:15-17) 
 

Praise be to God! 
 

 
 

 
 



THE WORD FOR THE WEEK 
Gospel Readings for the Sundays in September 

 

OCTOBER 3rd (19th Sunday after Pentecost) – Mark 10:2-16 
 

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They 

said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her 
away.” And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you 

this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male 
and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to 

his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

 

And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against 

her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery.” 

 

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the 
disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to 

them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed 

them, laying his hands on them. 
 

OCTOBER 10th (20th Sunday after Pentecost) – Mark 10:17-22 
 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him 
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus 

said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You 
know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not 

steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and 
mother.’” And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my 

youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one 

thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, he went away 

sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
 

OCTOBER 17th (21st Sunday after Pentecost) – Mark 10:23-31 
 

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were 

amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it 

is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” And they were 

exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked 
at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are 

possible with God.” Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and 



followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left 

house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake 
and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses 

and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, 
and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the 

last first.” 

 
OCTOBER 24th (22nd Sunday after Pentecost) – Mark 10:46-52 
 

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 

great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 
roadside. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out 

and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And many rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, 
saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” And throwing off his cloak, 

he sprang up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me 

to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my 
sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And 

immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 
 

OCTOBER 31st (Reformation Day) – John 8:31-36 
 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a 

slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

 

*********************************************** 
 

On September 12th, Faith Lutheran Church 
celebrated our annual Fall Festival.  Last year, the 

Fall Festival was cancelled due to COVID-19.  This 
year, by the grace of God, the Fall Festival was 

able to return.   

 
The day began with a rousing worship service at 

10 AM.  The theme for the worship service, and 
for the entire day, was set by Psalm 100.  More 

than a hundred worshippers joined us as we 
proclaimed the Gospel, prayed to our good and gracious God, and sang hymns 

including “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” and “Now Thank We All our God.”   

 
Following the worship service, we headed outside for the rest of the festival day.  

The weather was magnificent, as we enjoyed a splendid pork chop dinner, the 



country store, the basket auction, and the live auction.  The children enjoyed a 

bounce house, fish pond, and pony rides.  Dozens of New Testaments and 
Gospel pamphlets were distributed to guests and visitors.  Nearly $11,000 was 

raised to support the ministry of this congregation.   
 

To all who lent their time and effort to putting on the 2021 Faith Lutheran 

Church Fall Festival—many, many, many thanks! 
 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
    Serve the LORD with gladness! 
    Come into his presence with singing! 
Know that the LORD, he is God! 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
For the LORD is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever, 
    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

(Psalm 100) 
 

*********************************************** 
 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
The report below is current as of August 31st, 2021. 

 

 Aug 2021 
Giving 

YTD 
Giving 

YTD 
Budget 

YTD 
Spending 

Mortgage 
Balance 

General 

Operating  
$8,358 $80,837 $91,571 $68,816 X 

Building 
Fund 

$3,535 $38,410 $40,000 X $327,494 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
August 19th, 2021 

 

The Council meeting of Faith Lutheran Church was called to order by Randy 
Havel at 6:58 PM. Other members present: Kim Garberich, Mark Gilberts, Gloria 

Colbenson, Pastor Paul Nichol, and Kerry Johnson.  

 
Pastor Paul Nichol opened with devotions in sharing scripture from 1st Peter 1: 3-

8. Paul commented on the scriptures in that Christ has given us the rebirth into 
eternal life. Pastor Paul led us in prayer. 

 



July Minutes were reviewed by council and Kim made a motion to accept the 

minutes and Gloria seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 

REPORTS: 
Pastor Paul presented the monthly Pastor’s report: 

I. Pastoral acts, 7/22/21 to 8/18/21: 

a. (4) Sunday morning worship services; Holy Communion was 
observed on 8/1 and 8/15.   

b. (25) pastoral visits. 
c. Sunday morning Bible study is ongoing. 

d. I administered Holy Communion at the funeral for William A. 
Smith (Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven, IA) on 7/29. 

II. Most nursing homes/care facilities, and some hospitals, have gone back 

to restricted visiting policies due to COVID-19.  This limits my ability 
to provide pastoral care.   

III. I have adjusted my upcoming vacation to Monday, 8/30 through Friday, 
9/3.  I will lead worship on 9/5.   

IV. Upcoming events: 

a. “Let’s Pause a Minute” radio program, begins 9/1 
b. Fall Festival: 9/12/21 

c. Wednesday worship and activities, begins 9/15 
d. Family Faith Builders: begins 9/22 

e. LCMC Annual Gathering (Hilliard, OH): 10/3-10/6/21 
f. Randy Freund guest preacher: 10/31/21 

Gloria made a motion to accept the Pastors Report and Kim seconded the motion 

and the motion carried. 
 

Treasures Report: 
Pat Zierden was not able to attend the meeting. After review, we continue to 

have less spending which helps to offset less giving. Gloria made a motion to 

accept the Treasurers Report and Paul seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 

 
Building & Grounds Report: Presented by Gloria 

Carpet stains to be addressed. 

 Continued planning for a playground/costing. 

 Look into the possibility of moving the shed in back to the south parking 
lot to the edge of black top for better access. 

 We still have some items to be removed from the upper rooms.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 Covid: The Delta strain continues to spread (surging). We will continue 

to encourage wearing masks. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 Food has been all planned; corn may not be available at time of festival 

due to the dry season. 



 The Fall Festival buttons are available with a free will offering as a fund 

raiser for a new playground. This will be one of more to follow. Thanks 

to all who help to support this drive. Thanks to Jana Stockham for her 
time in designing the button! 

 Discussions begin with music and worship for 2022. 

 
Kim made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 PM and Gloria seconded the 

motion and the motion carried. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
Minutes submitted respectfully by Kerry Johnson 

 
 
 

 
 

1-Paul Nichol 

1- Tim Gillham 

1-Sara Schwartz 

3- Barb Papke 

4- Dave & Connie Lounsbury 

5- Judy Jarmuzek 

5- Patrick Zierden 

6- Elysia Littlefield 

6- Finn Pesola 

7- Kay Sime 

10- Preston Van Schepen 

12- Norah Hessig 

13- Deanna Hanson 

20- Bryan & Anna Cox 

21- Kelly Hamson 

30- Dorothy Wilmot 

31- Ray Slaight 

 

 

 

 

God bless you 
on your 

special day! 
 

If you see a mistake or an 
omission, please contact the 

secretary so she can update  
the records:  

763.878.2092 or 

faithlutheran@tds.net. Thanks! 

mailto:faithlutheran@tds.net


 

 
 


