
 

THE MESSENGER 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life. John 3:16 
 

 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                   July 2021 
 

Faith’s Mission is to reach people, young and old, who need Christ  
in their lives, and to help them know, love and serve Christ. 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Faith Lutheran 
Church, 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
In the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we 

confess: “I believe…in the holy catholic* church.”  
What, exactly, is this church in which we believe?   

 

Well, the Christian church is not a building, or a denomination, or a physical 
place, or an institution founded by the will and work of man.  The Christian 

church is instead “the assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is purely 
preached and the holy sacraments are administered according to the gospel” 

(Augsburg Confession, Article VII).  Wherever believers in Jesus assemble to 
share God’s Word and administer the sacraments—no matter when, where, or 

how it happens—there is the church!   

 
The Christian church is called into being by the Holy Spirit.  The Small Catechism 

teaches us, “The Holy Spirit…calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian church on earth and preserves it in unity with Jesus Christ in the one 

true faith.”  Ultimately, the creation and preservation of the Christian church is 

the work of God, not the work of human hands.  And for that wonderful reality, I 
thank God.  For we human beings are sinful through and through.  We have an 

endless capacity to mess things up, including things related to the Christian 
church.  But God gave Jesus to die on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  

And while our capacity for sin is great, God has an even greater capacity to 

cleanse, to renew, and to restore.  And because the existence of the Christian 
church ultimately depends on our gracious God—rather than on the efforts of 

sinners like us—we can indeed rest assured.  No matter what happens, no 
matter how badly we sin and mess things up, no matter how fiercely the world 

attacks, the Christian church will survive, and the Christian church will thrive, and 
“the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).  Why?  

from the Pastor’s desk 



Because it is God himself who brings the church into being, and it is God himself 

who sustains the church until the last day. 
 

Like many Christians, the journey through the COVID-19 pandemic has given me 
a new appreciation for God’s gift of the Christian church.  For the few months 

when we were not able to meet in person, absence truly did make the heart 

grow fonder.  More deeply than I did before, I realized just how profoundly good 
it is, to be a part of the Christian church.  Think of all that we do together.  

Together, we believe in Jesus and in his death and resurrection.  Together, we 
receive the gifts of God’s Word and the sacraments.  Together, we pray, and 

sing, and worship.  Together, we share all things—when we are joyful, we share 
in one another’s joy; when we are sorrowful, we share in one another’s sorrow.  

Together, we run “the race set before us, [always] looking to Jesus, the 

pioneer and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1). And one day, we will 
cross the finish line, in heaven, together.  

 
I cannot imagine going through life without standing shoulder-to-shoulder, under 

the grace of God, with the people of our congregation, and with the people of 

faith everywhere.   Thanks be to God for the gift of the Christian church!   
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Nichol 

 
*In this context, “catholic” does not mean Roman Catholic, but universal, 

referring to the Christian church in every time and place. 
 

*********************************************** 
 

THE WORD FOR THE WEEK 
Gospel Readings for the Sundays in July 

 

JULY 4TH (6th Sunday after Pentecost) - MARK 6:1-13 
 

He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed 

him. And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 

heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What 
is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? Is 

not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and 
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at 

him. And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his 

hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.” And he could do 
no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and 

healed them. And he marveled because of their unbelief. 
 

And he went about among the villages teaching. 
 

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged them to take nothing for 

their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— but 



to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. And he said to them, “Whenever you 

enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. And if any place will not 
receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust 

that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out 
and proclaimed that people should repent. And they cast out many demons 

and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

 

JULY 11TH (7th Sunday after Pentecost) - MARK 6:14-29 
 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John 
the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers 

are at work in him.” But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, 

“John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For it was Herod who had sent and 

seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wife, because he had married her. For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not 

lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against 
him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, for Herod feared John, 

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he 
heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 
 

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. For when 

Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And 
the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to 

you.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of 
my kingdom.” And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I 

ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” And she came in 

immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was exceedingly 

sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word 
to her. And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring 

John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison and brought his head on a 

platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. When 
his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

 
JULY 18TH (8th Sunday after Pentecost) - MARK 6:30-44 
 

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and 

taught. And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and 
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to 

eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. Now 

many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all 
the towns and got there ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a great 

crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. And when it grew late, his 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now 
late. Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and 

buy themselves something to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them 



something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred 

denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” And he said to them, “How 
many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they 

said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on 
the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And 

taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a 

blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the 
people. And he divided the two fish among them all. And they all ate and were 

satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the 
fish. And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 

 
JULY 25TH (9th Sunday after Pentecost) - MARK 6:45-56 
 

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 

other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. And after he had taken 
leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. And when evening came, 

the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. And he saw that 

they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And 
about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He 

meant to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought 
it was a ghost, and cried out, for they all saw him and were terrified. But 

immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be 

afraid.” And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were 
utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their 

hearts were hardened. 
 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to 
the shore. And when they got out of the boat, the people 

immediately recognized him and ran about the whole region and began to 

bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. And 
wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the 

marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his 
garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

 

*********************************************** 
 

CALLING ALL FAITH LUTHERAN  
SUNDAY SCHOOL FAMILIES! 

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 11th!  Worship with 
us at 10 AM, and then join us for a “Root Beer Float 

Check-In” immediately following the service.  We’ll have 

a time of fellowship and reconnection after being in 
Sunday school distance mode for the past year.  And, 

Pastor Paul will share some information about our 
upcoming, in-person Sunday school program for 

2021/2022—“Family Faith Builders.”   
 

See you there! 



Plans are underway for the return 

of our world-famous Faith Lutheran 
Fall Festival on September 12th. 

The high point of the festival will 
begin at 10 am with our praise and 

worship service! 
 
We will feast on the most delicious 

pork chops and sweet corn of the 
summer, plus free hot dogs for the 

kids!  
 

The live and silent auctions will both be back by popular demand. The basket 

auction is a fun way to get your creative juices flowing. In the past we’ve had 
Movie Night baskets, Fishing baskets, German baskets, Dinosaur baskets, Spa 

baskets, Bird Feeder Baskets, Pasta baskets, etc. You’ve got it-anything goes! 
Items don’t have to be in a basket-any container will do. This year, we’re 

targeting 50 baskets -- quality over quantity. 

 
We’re also looking for good quality donations for our live auction. We know that 

“one man’s junk is another man’s treasure”, but please-we don’t want junk! 
We’re looking for antiques, collectibles and saleable household items in good 

condition. The highlight of the live auction has always been the personal service 
certificates which will be available in our narthex. In past years members have 

donated time and talent for things such as: A Day of Babysitting, Excavating 

Work, Guided Fishing Tours, Fresh Baked Apple Pie and Chocolate Chip Cookies. 
 

We have Wright County’s best bakers, gardeners and canners at Faith! The 
Country Store needs your baked goods, home grown vegetables, canned items, 

jellies, breads and desserts. Our special focus this year is on pies and cakes. 

Check our old cookbook, “Cooking with Faith”, for some great ideas.  We’d also 
like to offer garden plants and fall bulbs as part of this year’s Country Store. Now 

is the perfect time to start planting! 
 

Don’t forget as you’re searching your garage, storage room, closets and drawers, 

that we’re looking for used jewelry to sell. As you know, a girl can never have 
enough jewelry! 

 
Kids activities, including a bounce house, will be free of charge. 

 
Of course, this day of fun and fellowship cannot happen without your help! 

There are sign-up sheets in the narthex to volunteer for the serving line, kitchen 

duty, set-up, clean-up, etc. 
 

We pray that this year’s festival will be a time of praise, worship and joy. May we 
also be laborers for His harvest to bring others to Christ! 

 



MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
The report below is current as of May 31st, 2021. 

 
 May 2021 

Giving 

YTD 

Giving 

YTD 

Budget 

YTD 

Spending 

Mortgage 

Balance 

General 
Operating  

$11,220 $50,197 $57,232 $40,561 X 

Building 

Fund 
$4,630 $23,535 $25,000 X $338,641 

 
*********************************************** 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
May 20th, 2021 

 

The Council meeting of Faith Lutheran Church was called to order by President 
Randy Havel at 6:50 PM on May 20, 2021. Other members present: Mark 

Gilberts, Gloria Colbenson, Pastor Paul Nichol, Kim Garberich, and Kerry Johnson. 

 
Pastor Paul Nichol opened with devotions in sharing scripture from Psalms 122. 

Pastor Paul led us in prayer. 
 

April Minutes were reviewed by council and Gloria made a motion to accept the 

minutes and Kim seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 

REPORTS: 
Pastor Paul presented the monthly Pastor’s report: 

I. Pastoral acts, 4/15/21 to 5/19/21: 
a. (5) Sunday morning indoor worship services; Holy Communion 

was observed on 4/18, 5/2, and 5/16. 

b. (5) “Faith Lutheran Church Gospel Hour” programs broadcast on 
Sundays at 10 AM on KRWC 1360 AM 

c. (1) memorial service 
i. Scott Storstad (4/16) 

d. (11) pastoral visits 

II. Sunday morning Bible study is ongoing.  Distance Sunday school ended 
in April. 

III. Thank you for your flexibility as my family navigated quarantines for my 
children. 

IV. Terry Malone requests to be received as a member of Faith Lutheran 

Church by affirmation of faith.   
V. Upcoming events: 

a. Resume singing in worship/discontinue current radio program: 
tentatively June 2021 

b. Resume full range of in-person activities: tentatively fall 2021 



Paul made a motion to accept Terry Malone as a member of Faith Lutheran and 

Mark seconded and the motion carried. 
Randy made a motion to accept the Pastor’s Report and Kerry seconded and the 

motion and the motion carried. 
 

Treasures Report: No report  
 

Building & Grounds Report: Presented by Gloria  
 Many updates have been completed inside and outside with the objective 

to declutter and refresh. Many thanks to all who have participated. Paul 

will provide added comments to the monthly news letter. 

 A preventive maintenance checklist has been reviewed and will be 

updated with what we currently have by Jana. A Building & Grounds 
Maintenance/Repair Contact List has been developed and will be located 

in the service room of the newer building. 
 There are plans for the drainage pond on the East end of the parking lot 

to have the trees removed and put into a burn pile, opening up the view 

from the road and building for security reasons and this will look much 

nicer. Thanks to Pete Schmitz for offering their service! 
 Suggestions: 

o Considering new names for the blue and green rooms 

o Protective covering for air conditioner units to prevent damage 
from ice and snow falling off roof, determine if it’s recommended 

or not to have any kind of a cover on units. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 For financial support, the Reitenour Family is to receive a one-time tithe 

contribution for the sum of $1,000. Approved in April by council. 
 Kim will arrange for an audit of incoming finances. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 Covid - The mask mandate has been lifted and they have become 

optional to wear in church. Pews to be opened up, continued distancing 

and masks are encouraged for those not vaccinated. 
 June 1st we are planning to serve coffee and treats from the old kitchen 

and people will be asked to go outside for fellowship. 

 June 6th Bible study will be moved to the chapel on the north end, we 

will also go back to singing in worship and the greeters will collect 
offering in the traditional way. 

 June 13th will be the last day for radio worship. 

 The council members will be involved as greeters for each Sunday 

service to start then we ask that volunteers to sign up when the signup 

sheet becomes available. 
 

 Kerry made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 PM and Mark seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Minutes submitted respectfully by Kerry Johnson 
 



 

 
     5- Todd & Paula Roberts 

6- Ralph Mason 
7- Paul & Heidi Nichol 

11- Jenny Bray 
11- Vickie Hoglund 

13- Krista Lehtola 
18- Emmett Cox 

21- Robin Schmitz 

   23- Wayne & Laurie Steffens 
26- Sandy Repke 

26- Wayne Steffens                               
   26- Dwayne & Patty Hickman                                      

   28- Steve & Neysa Henke 

30- Dane Hasbrouck 

 

 

 

 

 

*********************************************** 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
 

Coffee fellowship is an important part of our ministry of Faith.  It is a great time 

for members to get acquainted and share with one another. We invite our visitors 
to join us for coffee fellowship so they can get to know us better. 

Thank you to the volunteers and future hosts of Sunday fellowship for bringing 

and serving treats with us. If you have never done this before talk to Jo or Lana 
and they will guide you on what to do with set up, making coffee and lemonade. 

You can bring whatever you want for treats and to make it easier, team up with 
somebody. The coffee and lemonade is already at church. All you need to do is 

bring a snack and be willing to serve and assist with cleanup.  The volunteer 
sign-up sheet is on the narthex table. 

 

God bless 
you on your 
special day! 

 
If you see a mistake or an 

omission, please contact the 

secretary so she can update 
the records:  

763.878.2092 or 
faithlutheran@tds.net. 

Thanks! 

mailto:faithlutheran@tds.net

