
 

THE MESSENGER 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life. John 3:16 
 

 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH           December 2020 
 

Faith’s Mission is to reach people, young and old, who need Christ  
in their lives, and to help them know, love and serve Christ. 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Faith 
Lutheran Church, 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
The Apostles’ Creed teaches us to 

confess, “I believe in God the Father…”  
That one little word, “Father,” carries so 

much meaning!  How, and in what ways, 

is the First Person of the Holy Trinity 
truly a Father?   

 
First, he is the Father of his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  Before time 

began, before the universe was created, before anything else—God the Father 
existed in relationship with God the Son, who, as the Nicene Creed teaches, is 

“eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.” First and last, God 
the Father is the Father of Christ. 

 
But second, through Christ, God the Father is also the Father of all 
believing Christians.  The wonderful message of the Bible is that God has 

adopted us into his family.  Even though we are sinners, God forgives us, 
because Jesus died on the cross for us, and God claims us as his own. He 

declares that he is our Father and that we are his children—and he gives us a 
place in his household forever.  And all of this is by grace!  In Ephesians 1:4-6, 

the Bible says, “In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 

through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise 
of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.”   

 
This grace-filled gift of adoption is extended to us through baptism, and we 

receive the gift—we truly begin to live as children of the heavenly Father—
through faith.   

from the Pastor’s desk 



 

And there are so many privileges and promises that go along with our adoption 
by God the Father.  Because God is our Father, he promises to provide for all our 

needs, in time and in eternity.  Because God is our Father, we know that we 
have a room in his house forever.  Because God is our Father, we gain a share in 

the heavenly inheritance.  Because God is our Father, we enjoy the gift of 

prayer—as Martin Luther teaches, “we can boldly and confidently pray to him, 
just as beloved children speak to their dear father” (Martin Luther’s Small 
Catechism, Sola Publishing, 2012).   
 

Truly, we are blessed to be God’s children!  As the Bible says, “See what 
manner of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God, and so we are!”  (1 John 3:1). 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Nichol 

 
***************************************************************** 
 

COVID-19 Update 
 

On November 19th, the Faith Lutheran Church Council met for its monthly 

meeting and discussed our congregation’s response to the rising COVID-19 case 
rates in our local community.  Here’s an update on where things stand: 

 

 We are continuing to meet for in-person worship on Sunday 

mornings at 10 AM.  However, confirmation will move to an online 
format for the month of December, and the Sunday morning Bible study 

will take a temporary break.   
 The “Faith Lutheran Church Gospel Hour” continues on KRWC 

(1360 AM), on Sunday mornings at 10 AM.  Whether you come to 

church or stay home, you can still hear the same gospel message!   

 We are continuing to take every precaution we can to keep 

ourselves and our community safe when we do meet.  This 
includes wearing masks, sitting 6’ apart, practicing good hand hygiene, 

and maximizing ventilation in our church building.   
 Please stay home from church if you are currently experiencing 

any COVID-19 symptoms, have recently experienced any 

symptoms, or have been in close contact with someone who has 
symptoms.  Symptoms may include fever, cough, shortness of breath, 

vomiting or diarrhea, or change in senses of smell or taste.  

 
Thank you for doing all that you can to keep our congregation safe!  And 

remember—through it all, we trust in our good and gracious God.  “For he has 
said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we can confidently 

say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear” (Hebrews 13:5-6). 

 



 

 
A Note of Thanks from Pastor Paul  

and the Nichol Family 
 

Many, many thanks to the congregation of Faith Lutheran Church for the gifts 
you provided for our family at the Thanksgiving Eve service.  We are truly 

blessed to be a part of this congregation, and we thank our God for all of your 

love and support. 
 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer 

of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” 
Philippians 1:3-5 

 

_______________________________ 
 

Thank You to everyone who made or bought items and donated to the hat 

and mitten tree here at church! Because the schools are doing distance learning, 
they went to the Help Center in Monticello this year instead. 

 

 
***************************************************************** 

 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

All plans are tentative and may change due to 
COVID-19 considerations.  Please check our website 

or contact the church office for the most recent 
updates. 

 

Christmas Eve: 

3 PM—in-person worship at Faith Lutheran Church 
4 PM—special edition of the “Faith Lutheran  

          Church” Gospel Hour on KRWC (AM 1360) 
7 PM—in-person worship at Faith Lutheran Church 
 

Christmas Day: 
10 AM—in-person worship at Faith Lutheran Church 



 
 

You are Invited to Participate in the Faith 
Lutheran Church Prayer Chain 

 
“Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son.” 
John 14:13 

 

Now, more than ever, our congregation and our community need your prayers!   
 

Did you know that Faith Lutheran Church has a prayer chain, which is ready to 

support you and your family with faithful, persistent, and loving prayer?   
 

Here’s how it works.  To initiate a request for prayer, simply contact prayer chain 
coordinator Lorraine Newkirk, prayer chain member Karen Mason, or the Faith 

Lutheran Church office.  Once received, the brief details for your request will be 
relayed, via e-mail or phone, to the members of the prayer chain.  And the 

prayer chain members will begin praying for you as part of their personal 

prayers.   
 

It’s easy and non-intimidating to submit a prayer request.  You can request 
prayer for yourself or for a loved one.  However, if you request prayer for 

someone else, please make sure that the other person is okay with your request.  

Also, please note that prayer requests are treated discretely but not 
confidentially, as they are forwarded to every member of the prayer chain.  If 

you desire private and confidential prayer, or for someone to pray not only for 
you, but also with you, then please contact Pastor Paul directly.   

 

You can also join the prayer chain as someone who joins in praying for the 
requests we receive.  If you would like to do so, please contact Lorraine, Karen, 

or the church office.  The prayer chain would be delighted to welcome you! 
 

***************************************************************** 
 

2021 Giving Envelopes 
 

The giving envelopes for 2021 are now available. You can pick them up at 

church on Sunday mornings or during office hours Tues, Wed, and Thurs from 
9am-3pm. PLEASE NOTE: your envelope # may have changed so be sure to 

recycle your 2020 envelopes at the end of the year and start using your 2021 

ones in January to be sure your offering gets recorded to the correct person. 
 

 
 



 

Monthly Financial Update 
As of October 31, 2020 

 

 Oct. 2020 
Giving 

YTD 
Giving 

YTD 
Budget 

YTD 
Spending 

Mortgage 
Balance 

General 

Operating  
$6,910 $100,464 $113,722 $89,697 X 

Building 
Fund 

$4,100 $47,605 $50,000 X $374,916 

 
Church Council Minutes 

15 October 2020 

 
The monthly meeting of the Faith Lutheran Church Council was called to order at 

7:07 PM on 15 October 2020.  Members present were Chuck Bray, Gloria 
Colbenson, Kim Garberich, Randy Havel, and Pastor Paul Nichol.   

 

Pastor Nichol read John 15:1-11 and led the Council in prayer.   
 

The minutes for the 15 September meeting were reviewed.  Randy Havel made a 
motion to accept the minutes as written, Gloria Colbenson seconded, and the 

motion passed.   

 
Reports 

 
Pastor Nichol presented the monthly Pastor’s Report.   

I. Pastoral acts, 9/15/20 to 10/14/20: 

a. (4) “Faith Lutheran Gospel Hour” programs broadcast at 10 AM 
on KRWC 1360 AM. 

b. (2) outdoor worship services; Holy Communion was observed on 
9/20. 

c. (2) indoor worship services; Holy Communion was observed on 
10/4. 

d. (3) pastoral visits.   

II. Sunday school, confirmation, and all-ages Bible study are ongoing.   
III. Except for emergencies, I am conducting the majority of pastoral care 

via phone or at church.  All members of the congregation are invited to 
call me for pastoral care needs, or to stop by church, either on an 

appointment or drop-in basis.   

IV. Upcoming events: 
a. Cox/Pesola baptism: 10/18/20 

b. Vacation: 11/12-11/14/20 
Chuck Bray made a motion to accept the Pastor’s Report, Randy Havel seconded, 

and the motion passed. 



 

No Treasurer’s Report was submitted.   
 

Chuck Bray presented the monthly Building and Grounds Report.  The building 
was thoroughly cleaned prior to resumption of indoor worship.  Thanks to all 

who worked so hard on cleaning.  The broken window on the east side of the 

sanctuary has been replaced.  Chuck will finish the window.  Chuck will also 
proceed with repairing the wall in the stairwell on the old end of the building.   

 
Old Business 

 
None. 

 

New Business 
 

1.  The Council discussed the decision-making process in the event that 
pandemic conditions force a sudden change in our church activities.  It was 

agreed that Kim and Paul could work together to make urgent decisions as 

needed, and then the Council could review the decisions as soon as practical.   
 

2.  The Council discussed building use/access during the week.  Regular office 
hours have resumed, and the church office is open from 9 AM to 3 PM on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  Those who wish to visit the church during 
office hours may do so.  For those who do, standard precautions will be 

expected.  Please wear a facemask, maintain social distance, use hand sanitizer, 

and avoid coming to church if you are feeling sick.  At this time, additional 
keycodes will not be issued.   

 
3.  The Council discussed the cleaning schedule.  Paul will assume responsibility 

for cleaning the church on the first and fifth weeks of the month; Kim on the 

second week; and Gloria on the fourth week.  An individual is still needed to 
assume responsibility for the third week.   

 
4.  The Council agreed to host a Thanksgiving Eve service at Faith Lutheran on 

November 25th.  Due to pandemic precautions, we will not attempt to combine 

with Silver Creek Community Church.   
 

5.  The Council discussed the possibility of a stewardship campaign.  Given 
pandemic conditions, the Council agreed to a paired down effort for 2020.  In 

the weeks ahead, the Council will send out to the congregation a single mailing 
providing a review and assessment of our financial situation.   

 

Chuck Bray made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Randy Havel seconded, and 
the motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM.  Pastor Nichol led the 

Council in the Lord’s Prayer.   
 

These minutes are respectfully submitted by Paul Nichol. 



 
 

7- Viola Rajendren 

8- Kayla Pesola 

11- Cody Hamson 
13- Randy Schwartz 

15- Jerry Foote 
15- Nola Johnson 

15- Stella Johnson 

18- Doug Ouverson 
18- Tim & Kim Landecker 

26- Caleb Dilley 
27- Lana Gilberts 

28- Mark & Lana Gilberts 

31- Ryan & Marin Storstad 

 

 

 

 
 

God bless you on your 
special day! 

 

If you see a mistake or an omission, 

please contact the secretary 
 so she can update the records:  

763.878.2092 or faithlutheran@tds.net.  
Thanks! 

mailto:faithlutheran@tds.net


 


