THE MESSENGER

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life. John 3:16
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Faith’s Mission is to reach people, young and old, who need Christ
in their lives, and to help them know, love and serve Christ.
Dear Members and Friends of Faith
Lutheran Church,
Grace and peace to you in the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
The Apostles’ Creed begins, “I believe in
God.” Who is the God in whom we
believe, and what is he like?

from the Pastor’s desk

The Bible teaches us that God is a
Trinity. That means, there is one God.
Yet, in the one divine being, there are three distinct persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Each of these three persons is equally and truly eternal, equally and
truly powerful, equally and truly God. Yet, there are not three gods, but one
God, undivided and indivisible. How this can be is a mystery that goes far
beyond human reason. The Trinity is a mystery to be adored, rather than a
theological problem to be explained.
What is God like? Here are some characteristics of God, as revealed by the
Bible.

God is eternal. God always has been, and God always will be. He has no
beginning, and no ending.

God is unchangeable. You and I and the world are constantly changing—but
God never does.

God is all-powerful. Nothing is too hard for the Lord!
God is all-knowing. There are no secrets before the Lord. He sees, knows,
and understands your every thought, word, and deed.

God is present everywhere. You cannot flee from God’s presence!
God is holy. God is without sin, and infinitely beyond us in perfection.
God is righteous. He is always fair and just.
God is faithful. God keeps his promises, no matter what.
God is good. In fact, God is the highest and greatest of all goods. He is
infinitely good.

God is merciful. God forgives the sins of those who repent in Jesus’ name.
God is gracious. God gives good gifts, even when we don’t deserve them.
God is loving. God is so loving that the Bible even goes so far as to say, “God
is love” (1 John 4:8).

I think it’s worthwhile to meditate on these attributes of God. Such meditation
reminds us that God is, after all, God—almighty, majestic, and in his nature,
infinitely beyond us. I do not believe that we can rightly worship God without
first dwelling in a sense of awe before his presence.
And, meditating on the attributes of God also does something else. It reminds
us of just how incredible the grace of God really is. Think of it. The Son of
God—the infinitely holy, the infinitely mighty, the infinitely majestic, the
absolutely-beyond-us God—took on the lowliness of human flesh. And the Son
of God suffered and died on the cross to save us from our sins. It was all
because God loves us. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for sake he became poor, so that you by
his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).
Amazing grace, indeed!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Nichol

Monthly Financial Update
As of September 30, 2020
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A Vision of God’s Holiness
Isaiah 6:1-7
When the prophet Isaiah was called to the prophetic ministry, he was granted a
vision of the holy God. Here is what he saw, and here is what Isaiah said, and
here is how God responded…
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the
temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and
with two he flew. And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him
who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe
is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!”
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning
coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched
my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt
is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
*****************************************************************

COVID-19 Update
As we move into the fall and winter, many, many thanks for your continued
patience in bearing with the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH)
recommendations for reducing spread of COVID-19. Observing the MDH
guidelines will help us keep doing what we want to do—gather as the body of
Christ, worship, and stay healthy while we do it.
The council is monitoring the pandemic situation closely, as well as keeping up
with all guidelines and recommendations from the MDH. For now, we look
forward to continuing our indoor worship on Sunday mornings at 10 AM.
Most importantly, we trust in the promises of our God to guide, preserve, and
protect us—in this life, and in the next.

“Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth!”
Psalm 124:8

Please join us for a Thanksgiving Eve
service here at Faith on
Wednesday, November 25th
at 7 PM.
“rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,

GIVE THANKS

in all circumstances,
for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Church Council Minutes
September 15th, 2020

The monthly meeting of the Faith Lutheran church council was called to order at
6:57 PM on Sept. 15th 2020. Members present were Kim Garberich, Mark
Gilberts, Chuck Bray, Gloria Colbenson, Paul Nichol, and Kerry Johnson.
Pastor Paul Nichol opened with devotions in sharing scriptures bringing guidance
in God’s word to the council while reminding us that God wants us to love one
another, to love your neighbor as yourself.
Pastor Paul led us in prayer.
The minutes for August 18th were reviewed, Gloria made the motion to approve
and Chuck seconded the motion and the motion passed.
REPORTS:
Pastor Paul Nichol presented the monthly Pastor’s report.
1. Pastoral acts, 8/18/20 to 9/14/20:
a. (4) “Faith Lutheran Gospel Hour” programs broadcast at 10 AM on
KRWC 1360 AM
b. (4) outdoor worship services; Holy Communion was observed on 9/6
c. (4) pastoral visits

2. Sunday morning all-ages Bible study resume on 9/13. Confirmation
begins 9/16, and Sunday school begins on 10/4.
3. I have received endorsement from the Augustana District of the LCMC.
4. Upcoming events:
a. Cox/Pesola baptism: 10/18/20
Chuck made a motion to approve the pastor’s report and Kerry seconded the
motion and it was passed.
Treasurer’s Report- With Pat absent from the council meeting there will be no
current report.
Building and Grounds- Steps are still in process to have the busted window
replaced that was vandalized on the east end of the sanctuary.
OLD BUSINESS:
We will need to continue to hold off with scheduling any fall events considered to
replace the Fall Festival.
NEW BUSINESS:






Plowing snow for 2020/2021 will be contracted at a cost of $2,200., with
1 inch or greater to be removed from parking lot. Chuck made a motion
to accept the cost and Paul seconded the motion and the motion passed.
New Website: Jana Stockham and Jerry Foote have been working hard
to establish a new website that will be more user friendly for Jana to
make edits through Word Press. We will all be able to have a better
experience online thanks to their efforts. Thank you!
Council meetings will be moved to the third Thursday of each month.
After a long discussion and much consideration we will plan to move
worship indoors on 10/4 and continue with the same format as outdoor
worship. Praise God that we have been able to stay open for worship
and we will continue to be open while adapting as needed as we
continue to move forward. Additional updates will keep our congregation
informed in making this transition as easy as possible. Thanks to all for
your patience! Kerry made the motion to move worship indoors and
Chuck seconded the motion and the motion passed.

At 8:50 PM Kim made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mark seconded the
motion and the motion passed.
We all closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes submitted by Kerry Johnson

God bless you
on your
special day!
If you see a mistake or an
omission, please contact the
secretary so she can update
the records:
763.878.2092 or
faithlutheran@tds.net. Thanks!
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